Wasonga Runner-Up To SC's Harris For Kennedy
Junior Tyler Harris of South Charleston edged Parkersburg junior Allan Wasonga to win the 2009 Kennedy Award as voted on by the West Virginia Sportswriters. The award is symbolic of the best high school football player in the state.
Harris completed 119-of-209 passes for 2,330 yards, 28 touchdowns and six interceptions in 2009, leading the Black Eagles to a 13-1 record and a Class AAA state championship game win against Brooke. Harris rushed 184 times for 958 yards and 14 touchdowns, and is the first Class AAA player to win the award since Fairmont Senior quarterback Kyle Allard in 2006.
Bluefield quarterback Will Cole won the Kennedy in 2008, and Scott running back Jordan Roberts won in 2007. Both were Class AA players.
Parkersburg junior running back Allan Wasonga finished second in the 2009 voting. He was followed by senior quarterbacks Cotey Wallace of Brooke and Logan Moore of Fairmont Senior. Bridgeport senior fullback and linebacker Alex Sutton (who won the Huff Award as the state's best defensive player) finished fifth.
Wasonga ran for 2,203 yards this year and goes into his senior season with career totals of 4,452 yards rushing, 352 points and 58 touchdowns.
Two years ago Matt Lindamood of PHS was runner-up for the award, which was last won by a PHS player in 2001 when Marc Kimes took home the honor.
