Reeves Remained Unflappable
(The following article appeared in the Parkersburg News & Sentinel)
Throughout all the controversy over his appointment as the head football coach at Parkersburg High School, Don Reeves was unflappable.
"I had so many people tell me I was in their prayers,'' said Reeves, who on Tuesday night officially became the next coach of the Big Reds thanks to a unanimous vote by the Wood County Board of Education. "When you have a strong faith, you believe the right thing will happen.''
Tuesday's vote fulfills a life-long dream for Reeves, who served as the quarterback for the Big Reds' Class AAA state championship team in 1978.
Even before he put on a red and white uniform, coaching was in Reeves' blood.
"I remember being in the sixth grade and telling my teacher I was interested in teaching and I enjoyed playing sports so much I wanted to become a teacher and a coach.''
Reeves has been both for more than a quarter of a century, most of that in his native Wood County.
All that time, he longed to be the head coach of the Big Reds.
Buddy James, who served as Reeves' coach during his playing days at PHS, had told his young protege that the best advice he could give him was to coach as many different positions as possible and that perhaps someday he could come back and be the head coach of the Big Reds.
More than three decades after that statement was made, it has come to pass.
When members of the Big Reds meet on Wednesday for their traditional weightlifting session, Reeves will be there, just as he has been there every day since his predecessor, Bernie Buttrey, resigned in December. This time, he will have a new title. The Big Reds are now Don Reeves' football team.
Reeves plans to retain most of the staff that served under Buttrey. He said assistant coaches Murray Mace, Jason Woodyard, Matt Kimes and Sean Smith will continue their duties.
Reeves said he is looking to hire two more coaches, with one serving as a line coach. He's already had a lot of people volunteer their services in many different ways.
Reeves knows by the time the approximately 50 football players arrive for Wednesday's weightlifting session, they already will be aware he is the new head coach. Reeves intends to make a brief statement but it won't be about him. Rather, he will tell the Big Reds this is just another day of weightlifting, of preparing for the 2010 season.
That's what PHS has been doing virtually since the 2009 season ended with a loss in the first round of the state playoffs.
Reeves and Mace -who have been overseeing the conditioning - have been conducting Parkersburg's version of the Olympics in the weightroom, forming teams to compete against one another in various events.
Reeves was one of 10 applicants for the PHS job, and was recommended for the position by PHS Principal Ralph Board. Although the appointment met with a great deal of negativity, Board never wavered in support of choice.
"It gave me confidence that someone had my back,'' Reeves said.
The other local finalist for the position, former PHS player, assistant coach and interim head coach for the 2001 Big Reds state championship team, Craig Farnsworth, wished the new coach well.
"Congratulations to Coach Reeves,'' he said. "I wish him luck. He is taking over a great position he has wanted for a long time. He is stepping in at a good time with two Division 1 prospects on the roster.''
Farnsworth said he was not surprised by Tuesday's vote.
"I am disappointed,'' he said. "The board approved what was presented to them. It's disappointing this had to drag on for a month and that the vote was pushed back two weeks when they could only hire a Wood County employee at the time the job closed. There didn't need to be an interview process. That's unfortunate for everybody involved. The whole community was in an uproar and the program was in flux. Bob McIntyre and I put many hours into our presentations, but we weren't able to be hired.''
 

