Reeves Approved for Big Red Head Coaching Position
(Taken from Parkersburg News & Sentinel)
Don Reeves is officially the new Parkersburg High School Big Red head football coach.[image: image1.jpg]



The Wood County Board of Education voted 5-0 Tuesday night to hire Reeves, with the coaching contract beginning Feb. 24 and running through the 2010-11 school year.
Controversy over the recommendation has swirled for months, with several board members questioning the process used to select Reeves over two other candidates.
The debate continued Tuesday evening, with Superintendent Bill Niday showing board members the state codes and Secondary School Activities Commission rules used to determine who recommended the new hire.
Niday said the codes clearly state the school principal does interviews and makes a recommendation to the superintendent, then the superintendent makes the recommendation to the school board, which does the hiring.
But the county does not have an official policy or procedure when it comes to the hiring of coaches, leaving the principal great leeway in how to determine who is the best candidate for the position.
"In Wood County, the process we have used is delegating the recommendation of coaches to the principal," Niday said. "We do not have a local policy that deals with the hiring of coaches or extracurriculars."
Board members Jim Fox and John Marlow argued PHS Principal Ralph Board added an unnecessary and misleading step to the process by assembling a committee to look at Reeves and two other candidates for the position, then making his recommendation without input from the committee.
Several committee members said they told Board all three candidates interviewed would be good choices for the job. Though Board had asked committee members to rank the candidates, no official recommendations were made to the board by committee members.
"The controversy surrounding this is not so much about the applicants, but around the process used," said Fox. "I'd like to see some policy in the future to define this."
Marlow said he too wanted to see a policy created in order to avoid the appearance of impropriety.
But board President Rick Olcott said he believed the process was followed incorrectly before the committee became involved. According to SSAC rules, a current employee of the school system should have been given preference over other applicants.
"The job posting closed on Jan. 11, and Don Reeves was the only Wood County Schools employee who applied for the position," Olcott said. "On Jan. 12, his name should have been brought to the board for approval, and that would have been the end of this."
Olcott said another applicant, Craig Farnsworth, was approved by the school board as a substitute teacher on Jan. 26, leading to "speculation of manipulation" in getting a particular candidate for the job.
"You already had your person. It was over on Jan. 12," Olcott said.
Fox said the process also allowed too much debate to spill over in the community, causing supporters on both sides to say derogatory things about Reeves and Farnsworth.
"You have two fine individuals who had a lot of unkind things said about them," Fox said. "All they did was put their name in a hat."
Before the vote Marlow reiterated his debate was with the process, not the candidate chosen.
"I feel very good about voting for Don Reeves," Marlow said. "I think he'll be a fantastic coach."
Only two members of the public spoke concerning the PHS coaching position, both praising and endorsing Reeves.
"I know of no finer role model," said Arthur Bennett, chaplain for the Big Red team, saying he would be happy to have his son play for Reeves.
Resident David Dorsey presented a written statement to the school board which was read aloud by Olcott. In his statement, Dorsey called Reeves a good coach with "pride and heart," and said hiring Reeves would only help increase community pride in the football program.
A former Parkersburg High quarterback who guided the 1978 Big Reds to the Class AAA state championship and an assistant coach at the school for the past three seasons. 
Reeves, played his college football at Morehead State University. Following graduation, he returned to his native Wood County and coached virtually every sport at Jackson Junior High School, where he had powerhouse football teams. He also was instrumental in the planning and funding of the athletic stadium at Jackson.
Reeves served as the head football coach at Parkersburg South for one season before joining Bernie Buttrey's staff at Parkersburg High School, serving as offensive and defensive coordinator during his tenure there, which is ongoing. Reeves is a teacher at PHS.
Reeves has spent virtually his entire life in Wood County, save for his tenure as a quarterback at Morehead State University and two subsequent years as a member of the football staff at North Marion High School. He returned home to Wood County and after two years on the PHS football staff of Buddy James took root at Jackson Junior High School, where he coached virtually every sport at one time or another.
His football teams won seven Wood County championships and his wrestling and track teams were highly successful.
After more than two decades in the junior high ranks, Reeves joined the football staff at Parkersburg South under head coach Mike DeVol. When DeVol resigned following the 2005 season, Reeves was elevated to the head coaching position. Serving as the head coach in 2006 -when the Patriots went 3-7 -Reeves was fighting health problems and resigned the position after one year.
The following season, he joined the staff at Parkersburg High School under Buttrey, where he has spent the past three seasons, including the 2007 state championship team. Reeves has served in several capacities, including offensive coordinator and defensive coordinator.
